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2019 MORMON SOCIAL 
SCIENCE ASSOCIATION 
ONE-DAY CONFERENCE 
 
 
March 6, 2019 | 9:00 AM – 8:00 PM 
Utah Valley University | Orem, Utah   
Sessions: Science Building (SB)138 | Keynote: Clarke Building (CB)101A  
 
Students, faculty, and the public are invited to attend the 4th annual 
one-day conference hosted by the Mormon Social Science 
Association (MSSA). This event brings together a diverse range of 
participants under the broad rubric of Mormon Studies. 
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SPIRIT ENCOUNTERS IN 
CACHE VALLEY: GENDER, 
RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND 
SPIRITUAL STRIVING 
 
KEYNOTE SPEAKER  
ERIN STILES, Associate Professor and 
Graduate Director of Anthropology at 
the University of Nevada, Reno 
 
 

PROGRAM PARTICIPANTS  
 
WILLIAM BRADSHAW  |  DEBJANI CHAKRAVARTY   
HONGMEN CHEN  |  RYAN CRAGUN  |  MATTHEW DRAPER   
LYNN ENGLAND  |  JESSICA FINNIGAN  |  HENRI GOOREN   
TIM HEATON  |  AMY HOYT  |  DAVID KNOWLTON    
PHILIPPA JULIET MEEK  |  MANUAL PADRO  |  RICK PHILLIPS     
JANA REISS  |  CRISTINA ROSETTI  |  NANCY ROSS     
DAVID STEWART | ERIN STILES 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
The Mormon Social 

Science Association 
promotes the social 

scientific study of study of 
Mormonism. The MSSA is 

interdisciplinary and 
international, and facil-

itates communication and 
collaboration among re-

searchers, educators, and 
students. Membership is 

open to all. Join us today. 
 



Session 1 | 9 - 9:50 AM | Convener: Gordon Shepherd 
 
Philippa Juliet Meek, (University of Denver): The Rise of Secularization, the Growing Permissiveness  
of Non-Traditional Marriage Forms, and Implications for Fundamentalist Mormon Polygamists 
 
Debjani Chakravarty (Utah Valley University), William Bradshaw (Brigham Young University),  
Tim Heaton (Brigham Young University): The Intersection of Religiosity and Sexuality in Non-heterosexual 
Mormon Women 
 
Session 2 | 10 - 10:50 AM | Convener: Gary Shepherd  
 
Author Meets Critics: The Next Mormons: How Millennials Are Changing the LDS Church. Oxford University 
Press, 2019. 
 
Moderator: Rick Phillips (University of North Florida) 
 
Author: Jana Reiss (Religion News Service)  
Panelists: Amy Hoyt (University of the Pacific), Cristina Rosetti (University of California Riverside),  
Ryan Cragun (University of Tampa)  
 
Session 3 | 11 - 11:50 AM | Author Meets Critics Panel (Continued) 
 
Lunch | 12 Noon  
 
Session 4 | 1 - 1:50 PM | Convener: David Knowlton 
 
Lynn England (Utah Valley University): The Globalizing of Mormon Thought 
 
Henri Gooren (Oakland University): Latter-day Saints in Haiti, Nicaragua, and Guatemala: Growth and 
Development 
 
Session 5 | 2 - 2:50 PM | Convener: Rick Phillips 
 
Nancy Ross (Dixie State University) and Jessica Finnigan (Independent Scholar): Belief Level, Gender, and 
Priesthood in Mormonism  
 
Matthew Draper (Utah Valley University): Narcotic Haze Quiets the Mormon Shame: Language Modification 
and Addictions Treatment 
 
Session 6 | 3 - 3:50 PM | Convener: Gordon Shepherd 
 
Manuel Padro (Utah Valley University): Utahpia: Utopian Thought in the Latter-Day Saint West 
 
Hongmen Chen (Shanghai Institute of Socialism Shanghai): The Role of Prominent Mormon Political and 
Business Leaders in China-U.S. Relations. 
 
Session 7 | 4 - 4:50 PM | Convener: Gary Shepherd 
  
David G. Stewart, Jr. (University of Nevada, Las Vegas): Correlates of International Church Growth and 
Member Activity, 1965-2017: Multivariate Regression Analysis 
 
David Knowlton (Utah Valley University): Adaptive Radiation in Contemporary Mormon Disaffiliation 
 
Keynote Address | Clarke Building CB101A | 7 - 8:00 PM | Introduction by David Knowlton 
 
Erin Stiles (University of Nevada, Reno): Spirit Encounters in Cache Valley: Gender,  
Righteousness, and Spiritual Striving 
 



 

WILLIAM BRADSHAW is Professor Emeritus of Biology at Brigham Young University 
 
DEBJANI CHAKRAVARTY is Assistant Professor of Sociology and Program Coordinator of Gender 
Studies at Utah Valley University 
 
HONGMEN CHEN is Assistant Professor of Religious Studies at the Shanghai Institute of Socialism 
Shanghai, China and Visiting Research Scholar in the Religious Studies Department at the University of 
Virginia 
 
RYAN CRAGUN is Associate Professor of Sociology and Co-Director of the Honors Program at the 
University of Tampa 
 
MATTHEW DRAPER is Professor of Psychology at Utah Valley University 
 
LYNN ENGLAND is Professor Emeritus of Sociology at Brigham Young University and Lecturer of 
History/Political Science at Utah Valley University 
 
JESSICA FINNIGAN is CEO-Founder at DIY Homework LLC and Senior Researcher/Manager for the 
Independent Research Collective on Women and Religion, Cambridge, UK 
 
HENRI GOOREN is Associate professor of Anthropology at Oakland University, Michigan 
 
TIM HEATON is Professor Emeritus of Sociology at Brigham Young University 
 
AMY HOYT is Assistant Professor of Religious Studies at the University of the Pacific 
 
DAVID KNOWLTON is Professor of Anthropology at Utah Valley University 
 
PHILIPPA JULIET MEEK Is President of the Joint Doctoral Program Graduate Student Association and 
a PH.D. candidate in the Iliff School of Theology at the University of Denver 
 
MANUEL PADRO is a former Utah Valley University student and Independent Scholar from Ecuador 
 
RICK PHILLIPS is Associate Professor of Sociology and Religious Studies at the University of North 
Florida 
 
JANA REISS is an independent scholar and Senior Columnist for the Religion News Service 
 
CRISTINA ROSETTI is a Ph.D. candidate in the Department of Religious Studies at the University of 
California, Riverside 
 
NANCY ROSS is Assistant Professor of Art History at Dixie State University 
 
DAVID STEWART is an orthopedic surgeon and Assistant Clinical Professor in the Department of 
Orthopaedics at the University of Nevada, Las Vegas School of Medicine 
 
ERIN STILES is Associate Professor and Graduate Director of Anthropology at the University of 
Nevada, Reno. 
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